Policy on the Welcoming of Lesbian and Gay People

Our reformed theology and our Presbyterian understanding of the interpretation of scripture do not require us to conclude that our scriptures condemn as sin either homosexual orientation or committed homosexual relationships. Much in our understanding of scripture encourages us to welcome and affirm all people, especially those who are marginalized or condemned in our society. We believe that as a congregation of God’s people we can be faithful to scripture and welcoming and affirming of people without regard to their sexual orientation. Many in our congregation believe that being faithful to scripture requires this welcome and affirmation.

Mercer Island Presbyterian Church will seek to be a safe and welcoming place for gay and lesbian people. Our welcome of them must be public and intentional. The persistent and public condemnation of people based on their sexual orientation by significant segments of the Christian church requires our public and intentional response.  A “don’t ask, don’t tell” culture is destructive to individuals and to the community, forcing people to keep secrets about important aspects of identity, cutting off family members from their church, and damaging the integrity of the faith community which is called to embody the love of Jesus for all people. 

Therefore MIPC will intentionally and genuinely welcome gay and lesbian people into the life, ministry and leadership of our faith community. MIPC will affirm and honor the spiritual gifts of everyone in our faith community without regard to sexual orientation, and will encourage, support and defend the use of those gifts in all levels our congregational life. We recognize and disagree with our denominational polity regarding ordination standards, and we will encourage and support those who work for an ordination standard that celebrates and affirms those whom God calls to ordained ministry within the PC(USA) without regard to sexual orientation. 

Recognizing that “God alone is Lord of the conscience,” we seek to be a diverse congregation that lives together in unity and mutual respect. We believe our position and process is within the Presbyterian tradition of being “reformed and always reforming,” and pray that the Holy Spirit will attend to that process in a way that manifests the grace and unbounded love of Jesus Christ. We intend to remain fully within the PC(USA) and its process. We move forward lifting our congregation and denomination in prayer.
